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Bare Fallow to Legume Fallow

To move from spray out fallows to
legume fallow, with the aim to
improve soil health and improve
production in the following cane crop.

The grower is interested in growing
legume cover crops on his fallow
blocks. Currently his standard
practice is to spray out the ratooning
cane at the end of the crop cycle and
any weeds are managed throughout
the fallow period with broad spectrum
herbicides as required.
The grower hopes that the legume
cover crop will provide good ground
cover reducing erosion risk, suppress
weeds and improve soil health
through crop rotation.
The trial is being carried out on a
Coom-Tully soil series which is
predominantly a poorly drained
alluvial.
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Cover Crop One and a Half Months After Planting

The grower planned to plant the
fallow block by discing out the old
cane stool, spread the cover crop
seeds using a seed box and then
incorporate the seeds with another
shallow pass with the discs.
However due to seed supply
shortages and planting delays due to
wet weather, the grower was not able
to plant any cover crops in the
2020/21 fallow and managed the
fallow as spray out.
More favorable weather in the
2021/22 fallow period allowed for the
planting of a cover crop. The cover
crop was broadcast over the
cultivated fallow blocks and seed
incorporated with a roller in late
December 2021. The growth of the
cover crop is being monitored with
biomass sampling planned.

At this stage the grower is happy
with the progress of the cover
crops and intends to continue to
plant fallow cover crops in the
future.
The concern that the grower has
with this cover crop is it is starting
to yellow which may be caused
by excessive soil moisture but
may also be a result of calcium
deficiency as the block was not
soil tested or ameliorated prior to
planting the cover crop. The
grower realises the value of soil
testing and in future intends to
take his samples prior to planting
cover crops so that the required
amelioration can be applied
resulting in the maximum benefit
from the planting of the cover
crops.

